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       March 2020

Dear Friends,

On November 2019, we completed our 29th official year as the 
organization you have come to know and rely upon. Over these 29 
years, we have grown from our humble beginning as the Northeast 
Community Council, Inc., which was created by a caring, visionary 
group of individuals to help identify resources and connect people to 
them. The North East Community Center still connects people to 
resources, but also provides many of the services that would otherwise 
be unavailable. The programs, activities, volunteers and supporters 
you see outlined in this report of the 2018-2019 fiscal year represent 
the work of so many working together. This model of asking what 
our community needs and working to assure that those needs are 
met, has enabled it to grow far beyond what could have been imagined 
29 years ago. 

As we now celebrate our 30th year, we thank you all for your support, 
we honor our staff and volunteers for their incredible work, and we 
share our ongoing gratitude with all of the donors, grant funders, 
staff and volunteers who have helped us grow the NECC over the 
last three decades. 

Let us also recognize and thank all of the youth, families, and seniors 
who have trusted us to help their lives become richer, more stable, 
and more rewarding. 

Please join us as we celebrate our 30th year, looking forward to a 
bright future of service to our community and those who live, learn, 
play and work here.

With sincere gratitude and great hope for our future together,

Christine Sergent   Christine Bates,
NECC Executive Director  Chair, NECC Board of Directors
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OUR MISSION:
The North East Community 
Center seeks to build a healthy, 
caring, responsive and welcom-
ing community for all who live 
and visit here. It is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to strengthen com-
munity through social service, 
educational, cultural and recre-
ational programs for toddlers 
through seniors.  

For more information please visit: 
www.neccmillerton.org or contact: 
North East Community Center, 
51 South Center Street, P.O. Box 35, 
Millerton, NY 12546. 518-789-4259.

ON THE COVER:
A summer day at NECC’s administrative 
offices in Millerton, NY.

Design: Thorunn Designs, LLC.
Printing: Moore & More Printing
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Meet some of our Community Heroes:

Sam Busselle, NECC Founder and 
Tri-Town Coalition member

“Embracing the enhanced cooperation with our 
regional neighbors in Amenia and Pine Plains, 

the North East Community Center co-hosted with 
Hudson River Housing a housing conversation in 
April of 2019, formed an ad hoc Tri-Town Coali-

tion, and held several monthly meetings. With little 
money or staff but several volunteers for the project, 

we are playing a significant role addressing the 
housing deficit in the whole northeast corner. I am 
so impressed by the NECC Director and staff, our 

resourcefulness and our emboldened partners. We 
will surely identify a way forward. What an honor to 

witness the continued growth!”
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Michael Chaban, Growing Together and 
Monday Mornings Out Volunteer

“I’m nurtured when I get to offer my time and 
energy as a volunteer for NECC’s Toddler Program.  

Guided by a dedicated staff, inspired by each 
unique, precious face that walks in, it just makes 

me happy.”

Caroline Burchfield, Coordinator of Volunteer 
Programs at Hotchkiss School

“I can’t stress enough the mutual impact of our After School 
visits -- playing, creating and reading with the children, which 
defuses the pressures the Hotchkiss students face, and leaves 
them joyful. It truly is a privilege to visit with the NECC chil-
dren each week. Our friendship with NECC is deeply gratify-

ing. We look forward to exploring more possibilities and 
further expanding our collaborations.”

Tammy and Rob Cooper, NECC Advisory Board 
and Board of Directors members

“NECC has had a huge impact on so many people’s 
lives. To hear young people talk about what NECC has 
done for them, it makes both Rob and myself extremely 

proud to be part of such a great organization.”
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Program Facts: Did you know…

Child enjoying the pinata at the NECC Hispanic Heritage 
Festival. Photo: Tiffany Riva

Teen Team As-
sistant, Li Sabas 
paints a trash can 
on Clean Up Day. 
Photo: Amy Truax

Teen Team baking 
pies. Photo: Jackie 
Osnato

Healthy Empow-
ered Youth kids on 
horseback. Photo: 
Alex Baker

Monday 
Mornings Out 
& Growing 
Together:
Provided a nurtur-
ing environment 
for 20 toddlers 
from nine sur-
rounding towns 
who come to the 
Community Center 
twice a week in 
order to build lan-
guage and literacy 
skills through 
cooperative and 
imaginative play. 
Nine parents at-
tended the weekly 
parent discussion 
group on Friday 
mornings. 

Teen Team: 
Teen Team collectively performed 378 com-
munity service hours in 2019, including but 
not limited to events like the annual Midnight 
Run, partnering for the second year with 10 
Hotchkiss students to bake 56 pies for the Mil-
lerton food pantry, and supporting local orga-
nizations like the Northeast Millerton Library 
and the Harlem Valley Rail Trail Association.   

After School Connection: 
Worked with 70 children from 60 families 
in our After School Connections Program, 
which provided a safe, healthy and creative 
environment to learn and play.

Teen Jobs Program:
33 Teens worked at 19 local worksites, com-
pleted 5,930 intern hours and attended 226 
hours of paid work-skills trainings which 
included interpersonal communication, 
financial literacy,  public speaking and college 
essay writing 101. 
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Young volun-
teer working 
hard in the 
school garden 
at Webutuck 
School. Photo: 
Amy Truax

NEDT van ready for a day on 
the road. Photo: Tiffany Riva

Farmers 
Market 
bounty on a 
summer day. 
Photo: John 
Nowak

An exciting moment during the After School butterfly release. 
Photo: Sheila DePaola

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS 
YEAR-ROUND, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

NECCMILLERTON.ORG AND SIGN UP FOR 
OUR MONTHLY eNEWS.

NorthEast Dutchess Transit: 
NEDT made a total of 2,957 trips and 
served 296 seniors and people with 
disabilities get to medical and other 
appointments. NEDT also provided 
regular shopping trips to Walmart once 
a month. 

Community Support Services: 
>> NECC school supply drive collected 
$3,200 worth of school supplies, and 
helped 65 students fill their supply 
lists. Remaining items were delivered 
to the Webutuck Schools to help meet 
classroom needs and replenish stu-
dent supplies as needed.

>> NECC granted scholarships to 
families allowing 44 students to attend 
Summer Camp for free or reduced 
tuition.

Food Programs: 
NECC distributed thou-
sands of pounds of fresh 
food to 6 local food 
pantries.  Attendance to 
the Farmers Market was 
up by 21%, seeing 9,000 
visitors this summer. Winter 
Market saw an increase of 
10%, with 2,200 estimated 
patrons. 105 Health Bucks 
were redeemed totaling 
$363 to benefit families in 
need. 

Tax Aide 
Program: 
Over a ten-week 
period and with 
the help of 3 
volunteers, the 
tax aide program 
prepared ap-
proximately 400 
tax returns at no 
cost and secured 
nearly $650,000 in 
federal and state 
refunds for com-
munity residents. 

Summer Lunch Box:
The Summer Lunchbox pro-
gram prepared 4,100 free 
breakfasts and lunches for 
children from the Webutuck 
School District over 7 weeks 
during the summer. 



Thank you to our donors and sponsors: 
October 1, 2018 – September 30, 2019
INDIVIDUAL DONORS:
Anonymous (14)
James Adler
Sherrell Andrews 
 and Robert Kuhbach
Sytske and Jon Arnason
Joan Badner
Irene and Jack Banning
Ann and Mal Barasch
Jocelyne and Samuel Barron
Jennifer Barth and Thomas Panitz
Christine Bates 
 and Peter Greenough
Dorothy Bates
Karen Bechtel and Will Osborne
Ron Becker
Anna and Justin Beeber
Judy and Steven Benardete
Caroline Benveniste
Sally Berg*
Gavin Berger
Nancy Berk
Jane Berkey
Kathy and Tom Berlinghoff
Dani and Robert Bernard
Jeremiah Bickford
Stefanie Birkmann 
 and Sunil Savkar
Leo Blackman 
 and Kenneth Monteiro
Felicity Banford and Tim Bontecou
Kaija and Peter Braus
Denise Bricker
Tony Bright
Sally R. Brody
Nancy and Daniel Brown
Rose and Donald Brown
Shannon Tyree Brown 
 and Seamus Brown
Lynn Buckley
Rebecca and Sam Busselle
Barbara Byron
Sarah and Tom Cahill
Sara Campbell
Deborah and Rev. John Carter
Linda and Drew Casertano
Carol and Norman Cayea
Elizabeth Celaya
A.J. Pietrantone 
 and Michael Chaban
Rory Chase
Pamela Chassin and Jared Zelman
Kathy Chow and Henry Smedley
Maja and Marty Clark
Kane Clawson
Clayton Family
Royce Collins
Bridget Colman
Lucy Commoner 
 and Richard Berry
Tammy and Rob Cooper
Erica and Ryan Cooper
Claire Copley and Alan Eisenberg
Sara Cousins and Pierce Kearney
Dana Cowin
Cecilia Cummings
Sarah McBride Curtis
Wendy Curtis
Jodi Dady
Alfred Daiboch 
 and William Reinert
Nancy and Richard Davis
Kathleen 
 and Gonzalo de Las Heras
Marion and Willem de Vogel
Lorna De Wangen
Sophia deBoer
Joyce Devereaux

Jo Ann Dieffenbacher
Gael Doar and Lawrence Walsh
Robert and Sara Doar
Jennifer Dowley
Meg and Ed Downey
Noreen Driscoll
Mary Dusenbury
Cornelia and Timothy Eland
Nancy and John Elting
Lorraine and George Faison
Julie and Jonas Fajgenbaum
Carol Falcetti 
 and Norman Osofsky
Leslie Farhangi and John Tuke
Elizabeth Faulkner 
 and Walter Brett
Joan Feeney and Bruce Phillips
Catherine S. Fenn 
 and John Crawford
Leslie Hoss Flood
Elizabeth and Thomas Ford
Lisa Foster
Ginny and Sandy Friedman
Olivia Fussell
Scot Galliher
Virginia Garcia and Craig Frank
Evelyn and Joe Garzetta
Elizabeth B. Gilmore
Joshua Ginsberg
Peter H. Gleason
Amy Glickman 
 and Andrew Kuritzkes
Amy and Freddy Gold
Michelle and Tom Goldberg
Daniel Goldhagen
Basia and Christopher Goldsmith
Claire Goodman
Leslie and Richard Gottlieb
Mary and Jack Graf
Barbara Graham
Anthony Grammenopoulos
Anne Granfield
Sheila and George Green
Lois Greenfield 
 and Stuart Liebman
Charlotte Greenough 
 and Alex Kania
Edith Greenwood
Jill Gregory
David Griggs
Marilyn Gross and Kim Hausner
Sally Guttmacher
Titi Halle and Peter Felske
Jennifer Hand and Tom Tierney
Jenny Hansell 
 and Fred Baumgarten
Larry Hardisty
Brigitte and Michael Harney
Elyse Harney
Leslie and Donald Hastings
Francis Hayman
John Haynes
June Heckelman 
 and Jeanne Allen* 
Priscilla Herdman 
 and Dick Hermans 
Suzanna Hermans
Wendy Hill
Melinda Hitchcock 
 and David Fanning
John Hoffman
Martha Holmes
Beverly House
Pamela Howard
Bonnie Hundt and Mary Murfitt
Janice Hylton
Beatriz Inigo
Marilyn J. and Kent Kay

Karen Jacobson and Tom Molholm
Barbara Janowitz and Peter Entin
Sara and Richard Joannides
Hermina Johnny
Sarah Jones and Stan Hirson
Sherri and Lawrence Kahn
Lisa Kania
Christina and Paul Kardon
Robert Kaus
Belinda and Stephen Kaye
John Kayea
Jo-Anne Kearney
Patricia Kelley
Mary Kelly
Barbara and Bradford Kendall
Christopher Kennan
Julie Kennedy
Ellen Kerr Adler and Moshe Adler
Sandra Kilmer
Jeffrey L. Kimball
Diana Niles King
Sue and Bill Kirber
Bill Kish
Robert Kitchen
Susan B. Knight
Elissa Kramer and Jay Newman
Trudy and Harry Kramer
Robert and Dana Kraus
Allison Kuhbach
Carole and Frank Lalli
Mary and Richard Lanier
Tim LaRiche
Raphael Leeman
Brooke Lehman 
 and Gregg Osofsky
Ruth Lehmann
Gazella and Thomas LeJeune
Louise Lindenmeyr 
 and Eliot Osborn
Helen and William Little
Louis E. Loeb
Cybele Loening
Rhoda Lubalin
Larissa MacFarquhar 
 and Philip Gourevitch
David Mallison
Katherine and Frank Martucci
Susan and Ronald Match
Christine and Robert Mathers
Susan McBrien
Jenny and Colin McClain
Barbara and Joseph McEnroe
Caitlin McNiff
Janice and Charles McSpiritt
Caroline Merison
Louise Meryman 
 and Dean Nicyper
Laura and C. Edward Midgley
Lee Milton
Thordis Moeller 
 and Peter Buchholz
Marilyn and John Moller
William Morrison
Elizabeth Morrison
Abby and Jonathan Moses
Steven Moskowitz
Marnie and Fritz Mueller
Solange Muller and Robert Dweck
Megan and Bryant Musgrove
Susan Musgrove
Susan Needles
Holly Nelson and Brad Vogel
Anne Newburg
Lynn and Nick Nicholas Jr
Susan North
Nancy and John Nowak
Eleanor Nurzia 
 and Kurt Gabrielson

Laurie Nussdorfer
Anne Marie O’Connell
Janet and David Offensend
Sally Ogden and Arnold Fisher
Brian O’Hagan
Joan Osofsky
Maxine A. Paetro
Dr. Kathryn Palmer House
Kristen Panzer
Heather and John Parsons
Rodney Paterson
Jerry Peele
Paula Pelosi
Victoria Perotti
A.J. Pietrantone 
 and Michael Chaban
Charlene Pollinger
Laura Ponkos
Jody Potter
Tina Powell
Barrie and Barrett Prinz
Tonya and Gregg Pulver
Linda and James Quella
Encarnita and Robert Quinlan
John Rafferty
Mimi Ramos
Hannah and Richard Ramsden
Rosina Rand
Catherine Redlich 
 and Rob Horwitz
Alfred Daiboch 
 and William Reinert
Paul Ricciardi
Hila Richardson
Greg M Riley
Estate of Joe Rinaldi*
Eric Roberts
Roberta Roll
Loli and Simon Roosevelt
Jackie Rorke
David and Robyn Rosenberg
Kerry Madigan 
 and Neal Rosenthal
Johanna M. H. Rosse
Amy Rothstein
Patricia Rowell
Carol Sadlon
Grace and Michelle Saffranella
Suzanne and William Sales
Marco J. Sartori
Cherie Schiffer
Kristie Schmidt
Yael and Yanki Schori
Lara Schroeder
Tracey Schuster
Anne Schwimmer
Helen Scoville
Mandi and Tim Seger
Helen Seslowsky
Audrey Shalom
Susan Shimmerlik 
 and Donald Brown
James Silvia
Nili Simhai and Yosh Schulman
Judith Singelis
Abby and Pierce Sioussat
Kiersten Skog
Gail Smallridge
Cameron O. Smith
George Smith
Michelle Smith
Karen and Nevill Smythe
Emily F Soell
Andrew and Patricia Sousloff
Christopher Spitler
Mona Staaf Gunther
Sarah and David Stack
Harriet and Frank Stella

Suzanne Stevens
Kate Stiassni and Ned Nunes
Lenox Stonehill
Lisa Straus and Ron Afzal
Betsy and Julian Strauss
Jane Strong and John Brett
Annie Sundberg and Rob Nathan
Melinda Sweet
Miriam Tannen and Bruce Phipps
Mieke ten Have and Tyler Graham
Frieda Thompson
Anita Tiburzi 
Meredith and Tom Tiedemann
Kristin Trautman
Amy Truax 
Philip S. Truax
Michael and Gail Virtuoso
Stephen Waite
Yvonne and Timothy Walsh
Mitra Walter 
 and Gregory Swinehart
Annie Walwyn-Jones 
 and Murdoch Morrison
Jane Waters and Peter Caldwell
Bourne Welsh
Abby Westlake
Richard Wheeler
Julia and Nigel Widdowson
Monica and Mark Winmill
Dean Woelfel
Alice Yoakum
Cynthia Young 
 and George Eberstadt
Mary Young
Grace Yowell
Nina and Tim Zagat
Karen Zier
Martha and Murray Zimiles
Diane Zimmerman 
 and Cavin Leeman

* Deceased

BUSINESSES:
52 Main
Associated Lightening Rod
Babbette’s Kitchen
Back in the Kitchen
Bank of Millbrook
Berlinghoff Contracting
Black Hog Brewing Company
Black Sheep Hill Farm
Central Hudson Gas & Electric
Chaseholm Farm
Chiquita Cotija
Dean Builders
Dutchess County Tourism
Ed Herrington, Inc.
Elyse Harney Real Estate LLC
Fairfield Farm
Gilded Moon
Grey House Publishing
Guido’s
Hair Modern
Hammertown Barn
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Hotchkiss School
Hudson Valley Fresh
ID Color Lab
Inn at Pine Plains
Irving Farm Coffee Roasters
Jeremy Spesard, Caterer
Kamilla’s Floral Boutique
Kings Highway Cider
Little Gates & Co.
Mane Street Salon
Marshall and Sterling Insurance
McEnroe Organic Farm

Meta 22
Millbrook Rotary Club
Millbrook Winery
Millerton Lion’s Club
Millerton Napa
Miracle Springs Farm
Moon in the Pond Farm
Oblong Books & Music
Peony Vodka
Pine Plains Platter
Q-Farms
Quinmill Properties
Race Brook Lodge
Salisbury Bank and Trust
Sharon Congregational Church
Sharon Health Care Center
Sharon Mountain Greens
Silo Ridge
Smokey Jay’s
Stissing House
Svendale
T-Shirt Farm
Ten Barn Farm
The Millerton Antiques Center
Tri-State Chamber of Commerce
Trotta’s Discount Liquor
Troutbeck

GRANTS AND FOUNDATIONS:
Anonymous
Berkshire Taconic Community 
 Foundation
Community Foundations of the 
 Hudson Valley
Discovery Land Company 
 Foundation
Downey Alexander Fund
Dyson Foundation
Ford Foundation
Foundation for Community Health
G.G. Wade Charitable Trust
John Doar Foundation
Millbrook Tribute Garden
My Flying Ant Charitable Fund
Newman Family Foundation
Nicholas Family Charitable Trust
Offensend Family Foundation
PHFFoundation
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Robert L and Jean Clarke Family 
 Foundation
State Street Foundation
Stephen and May Cavin Leeman 
 Foundation
Thanksgiving Foundation
The Eberstadt Kuffner Fund
The M&T Charitable Foundation
Vanderbilt Foundation
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Finances: October 1, 2018 – September 30, 2019

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christine Bates, Chair
Nancy Elting, Vice Chair
Leslie Mackenzie Gottlieb, 
 Treasurer
Sherrell Andrews, 
 Secretary

DIRECTORS
Jon Arnason
Julie Berkun Fajgenbaum
Rob Cooper
Evelyn Garzetta
Patricia Jean

Trudy Kramer
Meredith Tiedemann
Eleanor Nurzia
Shannon Tyree Brown
Annie Walwyn-Jones
Diane Zimmerman

ADVISORY BOARD
Louise Lindenmeyr, 
Chair
Sam Busselle
Tammy Cooper
Wendy Curtis
Jennifer Hand

Robert Kuhbach
Anne Newberg
Joan Osofsky
David Rosenberg
Helen Scoville
Dan Sternberg

FULL TIME STAFF
Christine Sergent, 
 Executive Director
Mollee Alquesta
Kathryn Atkins
Alex Baker
Sheila DePaola

THE FOLKS WHO HELP MAKE THINGS HAPPEN AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER:

Angela Gonzalez
Meredith Hamilton
Kim Henrichs
Jackie Osnato
Jennie Poidomani
Jessica Raymond
Tiffany Riva

PART TIME STAFF
Lauren Astor
Duane Badore
Claudia Barnum
Dale Brown
Mike Cawley

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES:
Advantage After-School Program
Child and Adult Care Food 
 Program
Dutchess County Department of 
 Planning and Development
Dutchess County Division of Youth 
 Services
Dutchess County Office for the 
 Aging
Dutchess County Workforce 
 Investment Board
New York State Department of 
 Transportation
Town of Amenia
Town of Dover
Town of North East
Town of Pine Plains
Village of Millbrook

OTHER:
Arts Mid-Hudson
Eastern Dutchess Rural 
 Health Network
Millbrook Garden Club
United Way of the Dutchess-
 Orange Region

NOTE: We have made every 
effort to ensure this list is 
complete and accurate. Please 
bring any mistakes or omissions 
to our attention. Send to 
tiffany@neccmillerton.org.

Youth	Programs	$457,078 $457,078.00
Food	Access	Programs	$40,684 $40,684.00
Family	and	Senior	Support	Programs	$153,530 $153,530.00
Transportation	Program	$164,086 $164,086.00
Community	Events	$6,894 $6,894.00
Fundraising	$233,183 $233,183.00
Management	and	Administration	$215,132 $215,132.00

$1,270,587.00
$1,270,587.00

2019 Total Expenses $1,270,587 * 

Youth Programs $457,078 

Food Access Programs $40,684 

Family and Senior Support Programs $153,530 

Transportation Program $164,086 

Community Events $6,894 

Fundraising $233,183 

Management and Administration $215,132 

Individual	Contributions	$348,348 $348,348.00
Fees	for	Services	$37,095 $37,095.00
Government	Contracts	$428,544 $428,544.00
Special	Events,	Net	$96,753 $96,753.00
Other	Income,	$14,020 $14,020.00
Foundation	and	Corporate	Grants	$231,671 $231,671.00
Satisfaction	of	Prior	Year	Restrictions,	$114,156 $114,156.00

$1,270,587.00
$1,270,587.00

1 

Fiscal Year 2019 Income $1,270,587 * 

Individual Contributions $348,348 

Fees for Services $37,095 

Government Contracts $428,544 

Special Events, Net $96,753 

Other Income, $14,020 

Foundation and Corporate Grants $231,671 

Satisfaction of Prior Year Restrictions, $114,156 

*data	provided	from	NECC	2018-2019	auditted	financial	report	

2019 Total Expenses – $1,270,587*

2019 Total Revenue – $1,270,587*

Youth	Programs	$457,078 $457,078.00
Food	Access	Programs	$40,684 $40,684.00
Family	and	Senior	Support	Programs	$153,530 $153,530.00
Transportation	Program	$164,086 $164,086.00
Community	Events	$6,894 $6,894.00
Fundraising	$233,183 $233,183.00
Management	and	Administration	$215,132 $215,132.00

$1,270,587.00
$1,270,587.00

2019 Total Expenses $1,270,587 * 

Youth Programs $457,078 

Food Access Programs $40,684 

Family and Senior Support Programs $153,530 

Transportation Program $164,086 

Community Events $6,894 

Fundraising $233,183 

Management and Administration $215,132 

Individual	Contributions	$348,348 $348,348.00
Fees	for	Services	$37,095 $37,095.00
Government	Contracts	$428,544 $428,544.00
Special	Events,	Net	$96,753 $96,753.00
Other	Income,	$14,020 $14,020.00
Foundation	and	Corporate	Grants	$231,671 $231,671.00
Satisfaction	of	Prior	Year	Restrictions,	$114,156 $114,156.00

$1,270,587.00
$1,270,587.00

1 

Fiscal Year 2019 Income $1,270,587 * 

Individual Contributions $348,348 

Fees for Services $37,095 

Government Contracts $428,544 

Special Events, Net $96,753 

Other Income, $14,020 

Foundation and Corporate Grants $231,671 

Satisfaction of Prior Year Restrictions, $114,156 

*data	provided	from	NECC	2018-2019	auditted	financial	report	

*Data provided from NECC 2018-2019 
audited financial report

Evan Clune
Aly Halpert
John Mahoney
John Nowak
Connor Riley
Robin Roraback
Li Sabas
Mark Stonehill
Lenny Sutton
James Swart
Myesha Torres
Scott Tyson
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NECC’s 2nd Annual 
Hispanic Heritage 
Festival on October 
12th, 2019


